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Cormoall, And to the Gentle- _ 


men of the Grand- Jury. 


ION MoLESWORTH, 
JoHN GRECOR, 
WALTER LANG FORD, 
HENRY MANATON, 
JohN BoxL Ack, 
ond COLE, 

SAMUEL FooT, 
THOMAS Hl E, 
EDWARD BENNET, 
WILLIAu FLAMANKE, 
ſaMes TREGEARE, 
GEORGE RoBiNSON,. 
EDWARD PENROSE, + 
NicuoLas Orr, 
Jon OLves, - © Þ- 
RICHARD DoIDGE, 1 
ALEXAND Mazyn, © 


lon RANDLE, | 
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1 5 1 5 N Obedience to Tas Comments, and. 

. (1 indev the Protedtibm uf Tour Names, _. 
W |.\8 = this Sermon is made publick, 1 tho 1 BE. 
Ss | > E 


= cannot but be wer ſenſible it has no- : 
ling in it, which con d recommend it to your * 

worrable Opimon, him its ſincere Deſign to en- 
ne, at this Junbure, the inviolable Obligation _ 
we are under ,conſciencionſly to perform the ſolemn 


ah we have taten to our preſent nobt Gracious. 


dvereign, as Lawful and Rightful King of this 
Realm ; and firmly to eters? to the Proteſtant 1 
cceſſion, as limited, by Law, to His Royal . mt 
Houſe. of your add Senſe of this our indiſpen=. Wl 
ſable Duty; and your Unanimous Reſe olution ta 
I accordingly ; gon bave given His Majefly 1 
= 807-4 Loy of moſt Seaſc onable Aſſurances, © 
Wy this Dif, 25 e meet with the ſame fteddy 
f riples TP Rel; gion and on hy in the World! “! 
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you be accepted „ 4s a publick Acknowledgment 0 
your undeſery d Favours to me, and of the wer 
| great Reſpe&, with which Jam 
|. GENTLEMEN, 
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If «oem v. 33, 1 


þ Ide heard that it bath been ad 
by them of old time, TI hou, Halt 
not forſwear thy ſelf, but 
perform: unto the Lord thing! 
bo 17 
But 1 ſar unto Dan, Sear 10 


Ah ] Reman Diving Sermon: on- -the N 
maznifeſtiy, from the 1 8thVer. to bas. 
| once Toth Hi e and the Law : Himſelf from the 


Kzlicious Calumnies faſten d on Him by the: e 

ud Phariſees, The Law from their falſe Gloſſes. 

Terk moſt. r Prejudice againft Him and His 

leine was, That He meant to Deſtroy the Law at 

Prophet. Fe ſolemnly aſſures the Peo- 1 

He came not todeſtray but to fulfi * . 
Neceſſity of 4 


. Ln wowd fhew them the 
brecnſneſs far exceeding that of thoſe 
ear 2 ors of 3 the reputed Oracles - 1 4 
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50d. , whats Lip 7 1 wer 
3 though: to ger e 6, and e whos Mee 
the People had, vainly ſought it; — — had ma 
„ the Comes Godof none effect 
Mitte v. % their Traditio eaching for Doria, | 
9. Divine, the 3 of Men. 
Tuis He goes on to demonſtrate, in LS 2 of q 
moſt important Articles of the Law: cleari 
true genſe of it from their perverſe corrupt Pale 
bas; taiſing and Tho 9 it to a more 27 0 
Ee O won ; teaching F. . 
Marr. wh 29, 15 Soribes, bat a one having  Anthorit) 
and, b v it, meaning alſo to eſtabliſh, that of the Lau d 
to extend is Influence, and enforce its divine Obi 
tion. 
Axv this (among other Inſtances) He does in the 
Caſe of Oatht, as in the Text, 
Ne have heard, that it hath been ſaid by them of 0:4 
time, Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf : but Fay e 
unto the Lord thine Oaths. 


Bat I ſay unto you Swear not at & 251 f *. 
IX which aft Words fone wou'd have our Lord af ris 
| ol utely to forbid all Swearing, in any Caſe whatlc Ho] | 
ever. It will therefore be neceſſary (with: all poſſibi de 4 
Submiſſion to this-Honourable and Learned Audience f - 
in the firſt place, to juſtify the Lawfulneſs of Ouths ul | 
on ſome Occaſions ;, and to reconcile it with this Prote — 
ition of our Saviour; before I proceed to fpeak mot "Utes: 
| directly to the foregoing Words of the Texts 15 
AN Oath is a moi ſolemn Appeal to Almighty Gu that; 

for the Truth f what we aſſert or pramiſe. We, ef tnt 
preſly or tacitly call upon Him to be our Wirneſs, a in 


5 e invoke His Judgments and His Vengeance if vi 
fear untruly. Be the Ferm ws our Oath get 
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" 6 Fey labvi 3 we 1 dene ariden in 

cn imes an N as Of old, a2 
0 fo me a 

eraſe, „ 2 the Lied de before ys 

and: Gad i iy Witneſs, My Gi, zr. 50. 

Tadge. ' I 1 by the Lord, by Heaven Ge. 31. 33. 


my Saul. $0 me God, or the like. 2 . 19.7. 
Lal 2 theſe Saree {wear faiſly, we 2885. 3 y 25. 
inprecats God's Judgments upon us 
ve bind our Ne under 2 Care; the e, 12. 
Cwſe of God. | 7 

Tux common Diſtinction of Oaths; into Aﬀſertory 
ad Promiſſory, is fo well known, and ſo eafily/ under- 
kood, that it wou'd be im ent for me to well up 
i it. In the one We declare our Aſſent to ſome 
Propoſition; or Proteſt againſt it, we or 
Deny ſome Matter of Fact paſt or proſent: In 
the Other we Fromiſe eg hereaftef to. be 
perforin'd. 

Now furely there can be nothi in aft this mrolly 
Evil: nothing therefore #nlawfi in its ſelf, Moſt 
certainly, it can be no Sin, to call upos God's 
Holy No ame; On the contrary; 'tis a moſt ſolemn AQ 
ar Religion; manifeſtly tends to the divine Glory; is 
tacit Acknowled rn of his Omniſcience and Om- 
dipotence ; that He 3 

Avenger of the injur'd Perſon — fuch as ſhall dare 
thus preſumptuouſſy to fin againſt it. 

15 we conſider the Eng, the Defign of an Oath; 
tiat is no other than to give tlie . Confirma- 
ton to ſome doubtful Matter, which Human Affairs 
Will admit ol; a « deciſive | ination of 1 Contto- 
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1 Eg TE 
verſites; in the Apoftle's Words, The EA ＋ 
Heb. 6. 16. Strife: An End, moſt agreeable ta Human 
as ak: Reaſon, moſt acceptable to. that God, who 
ert., not the God of Confuſion,” but of Peace, 
TE Uſe, the abſolute Neceſſity. of Qaths, in ſome 
Caſes, to the very fupport of Human Society and. Civi 
Government, is as manifeſt : withdraw the one, and 
the other cannot ſtand. * Tis that which is the main 
Foundation of all mutual Truft and Confidence a: 
mong Men; the ſtrongeſt Tye, the ſureſt Obligation 
Nun. 20. 2 Upon their Conſciences. I 2 Man. ſwear 
An, 3002. an Oath, ſays the great Jewiſh Lawegiver, 
he binds his ſoul with 4 Fas and that, or nothin; 

| elſe with hold him. The Sin of Peijyry. will frik: 
Terror, where all other Reſtraints prove only Cords. 


Volu 
Ing 
wy 
'*mſe 
An: 


| Vanity; they ſoon break thoſe Bonds aſunder and cat C f 


_ away thole Cords. from them. The Man who will not 
ſtick at a Lye to ſerve his Ends, when call'd to confirnl 3 
that Falſhood by his Oath, will (if not entirely loft :. N r 
all Senſe of God and Religion) find himſelf at a ſtand: r 
his Heart will miſgive him at the ag ge 24 
and he will hardly avoid. asking himſelf the Queſtio 

at eaſt, How can 1 do this great wickedneſi, and, 
again Cod? e 
= "Tis fadly true indeed, from daily Experience, tl: 

All this Caution proves too little; ineffectual to 72 

a © againſt Fraud and Ealfhood: for the Hes 
deſperately icked. Profligate Men, who neither 724" 
Gd nor. Man, break thre Oaths as the horſe ruſheth in 
the battle; with a fearleſs, heady, harden'd: Preſum! 

tion. But Hunan Laws can do no more. Ie 
e is one. Laugiver, who alone is able to ſo: 
aud to deſtroy; To Him the Appeal is made ; of s | 
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l. The Fudge all the Earth, who % 13. 


this Caſe,” (as he will moſt aſſuredly in 


ne 4% Right; beth vindicate His own divine Honour, 

viii the juſtice of Human Laws. 

nd ci Government thetefbre being the Ordinas ice 

; and ſuch a: ſolemn Invocation | of e 
b facred Name, being, in ſome Caſes, ” 

u lutely neceſſary to the very Being of it; for; any 
ing that appears to Humas Reaſon, it mul be:as 


danse es, 


ry firſt Records of Time. Dionzſius r 
ls it , isis, the laff Reſort, 


wh 
ain its Authority and its Uſe; — Ereeles and 
0. mbarians, ta the End of Time, Diodorus: Jiculus 


W WELLER and the very Foundation of Human Soctety. 
© i'd, to the fame effect, the Ranian Orton, Arthife 
In Vinculum inter Majores naſtros,. 


ads us. 

An, if we comfule the Holy Soriptures, we -ſhatl 
en find the Solemnity of anOath, upon many r 
| Occaſions, to give ſtrengtii to private Covenants 
Agreements between Man and Man; to make 


ily Times, and that, between the very beſt of Men, 
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ne can juugr the Secrets of Men; muft, Ran. 4. 125 g 


owful, as tis neceſſary to un Subſiftence of the Laws» 


ko accordingly* wefind it to ive heen the common 
e and Univerfal Practice of all Nations, from the 


5 .0 rr 
n: which in no Age cou grow ab po) og 3 world | 
Thus far then the La of Nature and Nations 


ath- in judicial Proceedings mMgs, Oc. to have: been in | 
nmon Uſe among God's own' People, from the moſt | 


o muſt be preſum'd to have had — greateſt, the 
wſt {defer vd Confidence in each others Juſtice and Fi- 


me Tributal maſt theſe Giants in nde ere rt 4 
O0 i 


0 


. $ F K 1 - N 4 
/% > * d | 9 : 2 a - « 
1 : W * : * - * 5 wh b of - 4 
U = 3 4 : , . . . -* * 
F a f | A > 
"® 7 * _ 8 * — * 4 - OY 
1 ” 7 - * . ; 


delity :. not only conniv'd at or approv'd; but expreſſ 
cammanded by that very Law, which was its ſelf dt 
divine Inſtitution; Cammamded, as the only. neceſſary 
Expedient to aſcertain doubtful Facts; to prevent al 
poſſible Sufpicion and ſealbuſſy; Commanded, as a mol 
Religious Act, a Juſt Acknowledgment of the one on 
ly true God, of His Omniſcience, His infinite Powe I ind 
Dee. C. ff. 2nd unerring Juſtice: Thau ſtalt fear tu bre 
endes. Lord thy God and ſerve him; and ſhalt fienW-cco 
Bor what is a yet further unanfwerable Argument, wi 
that an Oath is not in its ſelf morally evil, nor there. wes 
_ fore abſolutely forbidden us by God, is, that the very Wl N 
God, the God of Truth, who ig the ſame yeſterday, 1 ura 
day and for ever, with whom is #0 Variableneſs neither I ns, 
ſhadow of turning, in His infinite Condeſcenfion to this} eact 
mioſt Religious Univerſal Practice of Men, was pleas d to 
|. ratifyHis own divine Promiſes to us expreſly by anOath, 
Hz. my ſelf have I ſworn ſaith the Lord, fit 
rg. becauſe thouhaſt done this thing, in bleſſing | 
es Ot Few _ thee, and in thy ſeed ſhall all tit 
Nations of the Earth be bleſ®d; becauſe than haſt obey 
my voice. Upon which the Author to the Hebrews 
„ mages this Remark, When Gad made Promi 
r e by ni ſewear by 10 
„greater, he ſwore by pimſelf; willing berei 
more abundantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of promiſe ti 
| immutability of his counſel, he confirn#d it by an Oath: 
that by tro immutable things, wherein it was zmpoſſ 
Be for God to Lye, we might-have a ſtrom Conſolation 
Ap all this is manifeſtly imply d in e ver 4 
ot the Text, Te have heard that it haih been ſaid 
tem of old time, thou ſhalt not forfuvear thy ſelf ; du 
| ſhalt- perform unto the Lord thine oath. W. —_ 
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In this, as In all other Inſtances, ſb für as it was 
good of Man- 


or onſiſtent with the Glory of God and the good of M 
vet ind, Chriſt meant not to make void the Law; as I be- 


ve hinted; but to improve and to eſtabliſſi it. And 


5 
* 


might Jowfulh ſweor 3: Ib they did ir 
vith the neceſſary Caution givin 
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r ccordingly will the Laufulneſt of Oaths, as here li- 


nited and aſferted, be eaſily reconcibd uvrith the fol. 


4 


nt, WW wing Prohibition of our Saviour's, Bur I. ſay unto you 


e- Mar not at all. TT Out; 


er Now, as there is nothing in an Oath, as ſuch, || 


1% rally evil, nothing but what; under proper Limitati- 


her ns, manifeſtly rends to the divine Glory, and to the 


this eace and Security of Human Society; this muſt er- 
1 to inly be allow'd to be a ſtrong Preſumption in Reaſong 


hat our Lord cou'd not intend entirely to forbid it. 
et us therefore conſider the Words themſelves. I Was 


gs declar'd Intention, as I before obſerv*d; to vindi- 


tee the Law from the falſe Gloſſes of the Scribes and 
21) | bariſees ; to improve and perfect it. To this End he 


ww /ints out to the People the great Precepts of that Law 


"1, in this His expreſs Rec 
ad, but as reftrain'd' by the PH 


16 & c. was rofl | erted, was wvfed unlawfull . 
i, fays he, I — . Law its ſelf, in its nc 
We uncorrupted ſenſe, calls you to a more exalted 
"ch of Virtue : Something more is Reguir d to fulft 
Lau, T ſay unto you ſwear not at all; not by. in 

„%% ae 


6; jou 


%. 


bon ſhalt not ili; Tho ſpalt. not commit Adultery; Thow _ 
"alt ot Forſuwear thy ſelf, No. not diſannulling it in 
eſe Articles; but giving it His furtlier divine SanQti- 
nition. The Law was 
arifees;to actual Mur. 
7 only, to Adultery in the very Fatt, to direct Per. 
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might do it 4 
or the Earth, t 


With this Limitation, is evident from tlie . Shed ad 
of His Diſcourfe, from the Practice of the Apoſtle. 


4 what i is more direaly pointed At in n the ee + $598 
the Text- | 


his Peril; he muft Pay the ur moſt Furt hing. 


0 8 * 
Eafes of bat e and Importacice not on #6 
and 12 75 Oceaſions; not, in common into lay 
'This was then too familiar. amo the Jer; and 556 
their blind Guides had miſled em into ait Opinion; they 97 
ally; ſo they ſwore only by Heer Fo 
Temple, Kc, not 1 invoking Nor 


the Name af God. 
Trar our Saviour's Words afs to be 


and Primitive Chriſtians, and ev'n of our Lord bine, 4 


approving the Uſe of Oaths (tho? only indeed on ff N 


lemn Occaſions) by their own — fog and acknoh. | | 
ledging the Laie fulneſs of their Impcſition. 2. 
Bur here I miſt not dwell, being now to ſpeak 10 


Tn Olligation of Oaths and joel 
Tuk Enormous Impiety of e 3 
Thou ſhalt not Forſwear thy Jef, ſhalt ö 1 fern 


unuto the Lord thine Oaths." $ 5 
4s to the Fir/?, the Obligation ns Oath, acthang "Bi 
ſurely can be more ſolemn and ſacred. Than ſhalt per- a 
| F arm, unto the Lara, thine Oaths,1ays our Saviour; im: ip N 
plying, that in al} Oaths, whether Afertory or Prom Har 
ory, t the firſt ſuperiour Obligation is to God bs j 
Him we invoke as a Witneſs to the Truth of what wel 4 
affirm, deny or promiſe: His tromendous Judgment . 
ue imprecate upon our ſelves, if we ſwear fal ere 
Aua dee, Thor ſhalt pay; intimating, that every Ot fo Þ 


is a Debt upon a Man's Soul, which he muſt anſwer n fn 


St. Peter charged upon Ananias, is more 72 apf an 
plicable ta every Jerjur 'd * B TO alle 
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| LE Men e Gad. . Thas »baſs * 48. 5. 4 
al bon hoy fo 1 "tis: the | Oath of Gal ed 
55 Lead in 8 ture) which bau dat e. 
oy 


I 


1d, as well as Faith with Men. 
An accardingly this, of all others, 


os 1ſtly eſteem d the moſt invidlable Obligation, by all 


den of Probity and Virtue, in all Aces; 3 ach . 
11 The the | 


eh, moſt rel ford. 


y Per * 
ad [wary te their cm hurt; they chang'd Pfal. 15. 5. 


8 

od 

oY +, Jau andthe Princes of Irgel, Un- 

1 1 beguiled, as they had been, io. a > =p. 9, * 
f0- 

W- 


and Covenant with the 


Wa nor however enterrain a Thought 2 breaking 


74 becauſe of the Oath, which they, had . * 
to them, of arp es unto, them by the OY 


4 aur God we Ye Wee a, a doe May. not. 19. | 


uch them. d ſuffer no Con- 

deration to move Ones to 4 His the Lord's Sam, 21. 7. 
= 072 which had been-hetrween him and Jana. 
1 an; hut ſpard his Son, when, otherwiſt, both Ning 


ad Peg ple might have been tempted to think it expe- | 


ient, that Son ſhow d die. Even impious 


ing Terod affected at leaſt a ſolemn Reg ard to ps " 


And the Author of Ecclefaſtes ſpeaks. of the 
ighteous and the Wicked under the oppoſite 


'at feareth an Oath. 
'' deliberate Perjury, Can can have 20 Fear of God 


e Prophet. He evidently, does ſo, Who per= 

ms not unto the Lord his Oaths. Will he Mal. 3: 8. 
ws ye. to the Gad of Truth! Dares, he to; - 
alkngehis Omnipotene G, ang to.defie We 


(as: Tel. 8. 2. 7 


| hath ever ben 


haracters of him that fo weareth, and him. Ecel. 9. a LE 


AND. ſurely the Man, that Fears not to be £ ilty | 
fore. his Eyes. Will a Man rob, God? lays 
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1 till the Poifon thereof drinketh 


as well as the moſt pernicious Inſtrument of unrighte- 
moſt execrable, and, withal, | inexpiable Crime, has 


i 19. OY 7 


| 8 


Was convidted, they ſhaw'd do unto him, ev'n, as he had 
thought to have done unto his Brother. T, hey "fhowd, not 
pit him ; but be ſho? d anſwer eye for eye and life fit 


| more effeftually aggravated, than by the terrible Judg 
| tnent defoünc td againſt it by the P „A ctirſe ſpal 
the mide of it and conſume Ut, with the ror timber and 
| the ſtones thereof, 


of ſo horrid a Narute, as to . 


* 


(ve) 


harden'd Vlora, who 7 ae 
e has fblemnly imprecated 
"own Soul the Judgmetts of that Gael 


2 3 . ; 7 hath ſaid, Vengeunce ij mine, I will repay iti 


He calls down Fire from! Heaven upon 
| himſelf tb conſume him, and with àn horrible preſum- 
ry ing 5 unmoved > - the darted Vengeance, the 


ery Indign ation of the d Almighty ; till His 
5. 6:4 Terrors ſet themſelves in array axinf him; 
till his Gods ſtrike 51 into his Soul; 

3.8 | 
As the moſt inſolent Aﬀeont t . Divine 
Majeſty, the moſt avow'd Contempt of his Attributes, 


ouſneſs among Men; as a Sin of the deepeſt dye; the 


Perjury been ever onde md a d puniſh by by the 
Tele bh provided that if a falſe Witnſ 
HE W Me at 77 4 ſe 

A ay Man, to teſtify 705 
ch was wrong, the 
gent Inquiſition; And i he 


hond make d 


And the heèinouſneſs of this Crime cannot be 


enter into the Houſe F him that ſwearetl 
Zech, 5.4 falſly by the Name of God: it ſpall remain i 


THE Heathens theres © tho ht i it to be 2 Crime 
11 ſevereſt 


* 


TDEEE SSD FSB ASSN ST SS 


— 


* 
— 
= 


BY - . / D 3 
— S = 2 * = 

” — x oe 2 3 2  .. 
« ES 


be more ſoleinn, or more a 
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Ma 


ments; | aſd Mie 7 and Ruin ur ur dan Nie. 


Poſterity. Among the F N it was 1.4 ra! 111 
capital. The ] ay 1 by the 1 N 1 3 


Roman Laws upon Perjury, Subornation, . 
Forgery and Bribery, was no leſs than Co. 
fiſcation and 2 en.; A (wher the. Perſon was 


of a ſervile Condition). Death . at n 19 


Purpoſe, tlian the Klowing nction of thoſe Laws. 


_ forte nos effugerit, pervigilem tamen illum a que 
inſomnem Oculum, cui pibil, quam octittum” fit, nou 


ater, effugere non paterit, &c. Let the periu d Perſon” 
1, a ho fo: ms . 970 ſeture from be Copnizance © 
think ml" Then 6015 4 to Lee 


from the all, ering of Galt 
ES 
lh and ke) 


EEE 


Grace to an L ncertainty, is Seh den Fo 5 yl the 
one Caſe he. calls God to Witneſs a Certain 1 : 
In the other, to atteſt, as certain, a Fact to 

Doubtful, and which may therefore be v5 well Falſe as 


imſelf | | 
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Tue. * an n bath ! is the laſt Hakata of Atari] 1 
Men can give each other of the Truth of any Fact; FD 
nothing ſhort of the higheſt. Degies of. Certainly can 3 
poſſibly juſtify t. 
WfHokvxR {wears to 90 what | is Morally Eu?” of uu 
Unlawful, by reaſon of ſome Prior Engagement : 
Whoever {ee als upon oy, what he Fe wg nat 8 
purCtuall to perform; or orms not t he = 
558 5 with a ſincere” Kakao, f E * þ in his For 9 
ro to, N himſelf. F h 
. Waen there is any Equivocation or Mental: Reſer. 2 
vation in Men's Oaths ; When they have a reſerved Fr 
| Senſe to themſelves, contrar to, or different from the Ill © 
natural common ſenſe of the Words: When, after Wo 
they have ſworn, they have recourſe to forc'd Con. e 
Nruc tions, to little Artifices and Evaſions, to elude * 
| the Force of their Oaths, God will not hold them gut- be! 
| Teſs; not the leſs Guilty for, their Craft and Subtlety. 
I Their boaſted Skill in Wa ys and Means to enervate 
| the moſt ſolemn, ſacred Obliga ation ; to defeat its de- 
| clar Intention, without brea cing in upon the Letter 
7 of i it; will be fo far from acquitting *em, that it mult 
rather aggravate their Perjury and Perfidiouſneſs. They 
may pervert an Oath, pervert the 'Law ; but cannot 
| evade the Judgment of God: His Law) has. no Salvo 

1 for Deceit and Guile. 

Bor Satan, we know, was  framforn? J into an 
. Angel of Light; and He, who was 4 
| F Liar from the Beginning, has taught his 
1 Children ſo many wicked Arts, as 10 
| to inſtruct 'em in the Myſtery of Unrighteouſneſ*, 
| without any ſenſe of Sin or Shame, at'the Bani 
„ it. Hath God ſaid, Thou "ſhalt fewear the Lord 
9942: liveth, in Truth, in Tudgment, and in Righte 
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readily ſwear, That he Enows nothing, of ; 1 
—— Meaning wirhin himſelf, That he kn 


(.* 
\ 


ov/xe(s ? Hath our Lord ſæid, Thou ſhalt nok farſwear 
, bs ce perform ane the. Lord chile de 
Bur fays the Jeſu, (and they have: ſaid it, and/ated 
accordingly, at our own. Tribunals, in a former Reign) 
if Lam call, before; as. incompetent , Judge, have 
to do with an Heretiuł, or upon other Reaſonable 


- , » 
f 4 


Cauſes of concealing the Truth. (of which He Himſelf 


is to be the ſole Judge) I may lawfully clude tlie 


Queſtions that ſhall bè put to me by Equi vacul An- 
ſwers, Words which may, and, I know,, will be un- 


derſtood in a quite contrary. Senſe to that wherein IL. 


ſpeak em: I may, without Sin, in expreſs Words, 


affirm that upon Oath, which. by a mental Reſervation. |} 
I mean to deny, and know to be falſe; ſo that whit © | 


reſerve within my ſelf, added to the Words I ſpeaks, 


can, in any ſenſe, tho? never {a foreign to the 


N foreig purpoſe, 
be reconcild to Truth. And thus, it he is al d, Whe 3 


ther hes Privy to fuch or ſuch a Deſign? He ſhall. 


nothing of it, but what he is reſolved ta canceal: And, 


after this moſt abominable Perjary, he ſhall 207pe his 
Mouth, and ſay, I have dane na evil; and, as with, 
the Confidence of an gr affirm, I ſpeak the truth; 
n taught in the Church of 
Rome, not only to be falſe; but alſo falſe upon a Prin- 
ple ; to prevaricate and forſwear themſelves, for 


(enſcierce ſake; and with an impious Pretence tg 


Truth, to cover and ſanctify the worſt and moſt per». 
ncious Falſpzeds.. To the infinite Scandal ſurely of tlie 

(b iſtian Religion, are ſuch vile Principles advanced and! | 
maintain'd, by thoſe who . profeſs. to lead Mens Con- 


ciences into the Simplicity which 4s in Chriſt: Prin- 
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F the Matter, 


cen: And they themſelves indeed are ſo conſcious of Wthat 
their direct Tendency to the utter ſubverſion of all acc 
Peublick Juſtice and Judgment, as not to allow 'em but Mit, 1 
in particular Cafes (tho* manifeſtly in Reaſon to be Wrere 
aqullow'd in all or none; for the Reafon of the Thing is Wis, « 
im the main the ſame) as if they thought it to be pern 
| their Privilege to ſpeak wickedly for God, as they pre. Io it 
J 13 ., 8d; and they had a Licenſe to talk de. Pore 
Bh R tei 
Ap fo indeed they have, if, we will believe ano. the) 
ther, as avow'd, Doctrine of the Church of Rome, NCaſe 
|  - That the Pope has, in himſelf, an abſolute Power to Name 
Diſpenſe with all the moſt ſacred Oaths and Vows at 
pleaſure; to Diarra} the moſt ſolemn Leagues and 
Treaties between Princes; aud to Abſolve Subjects 
from their Allegiance to their Sovereign « A Power 
Which 'tis well known he has in Fact often exercis'd to 
the Reproach of all. Religion; and the enſlaving too 
| great a part of the Chriſtian World. . The Jeſuits, 
24s they are reſolvd never to give up ſo important a 
i 
{ 
| 


— ———— — — d —— — 
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Branch of the Papal Power and Prerogative, labour Hf a ' 
hard to palliate 6 groſs an Impoſition upon the Reaſon ine? 
and the Conſtiences of Men; but in vain. For not- 

withſtanding all their Artifices, What is this, but lite- 
on Sally w cent the Pope to an Equal 
n with God? while he arrogates to himſe 
an Authority to cancel an Obligation, wherein wwe 
ſtand exprefly. engag'd to God Himſelf, as well 2s 
Man; and from which God alone therefore can poſſ- 
bly Set us free, To the Lord are we to perform Our 
| Oaths. RES oo OY e ee 

And here we cannot ſurely but obſerve, what Faith Ve Sun 
and Confidence is to be reposd in Men of ſuch profli- N. un 


gate Principles; Men whoſe Church has taught yay 


: — 7 Wis. 
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ereſts tempts em fo to do. Tis maniteft; no caution 


SETS. TS 


the Words of the Son of Sirach in another 


ame 1s unjuſt. - | 


A SN 


to N Reracictions, 8c. under the Influence | 


Europe, which pay Obedience to the See of Rome, are 


ſtenſation from that Engagement, let the Pope but 
penſe with —— St 2 (and who an hin- 


ended Obligation? | 


be Sun) for an mtriguing, treacherous Enemy, through 


Hand: and, ev'n, by Peace. to deſtroy many. The 


tat No Faith is to he kept with Hereticks : and vhs 
Maccordingly make little or. no Confcience of breaking 
Mit, whenever their Szprema Lex, their own dear Ia. 


er him from doing it at pleaſure) and according to 
cr Principles, what Security is given by the pre- 


. ungodly Policy, thus to make Craft to proſper in 5 


* 
— 
wr 
— 
- 
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Wis, or can be fuffictent to guard effectually againſt their 
Wpcrnicious Arts of Deceiving. No Oath can be framd 
ſo ſtrict and explicite, but they will eaſily, elude the 
Force of it. They are to judge for themſelves, and 
their reaſonable Cauſe will never be wanting. To uſe 


| a . » . * y | Es , : & 
Caſe, this # an exquiſite Subtilty; but te 
* 8 e . . be a , £5 S , 3 K. * "BE. ; #2 


Tars alſo will ſhew us, if Experience has not more | 
ſurely done it, upon how unequal Terms we treat with . || 
7; Princes of their Communion : how little Security we 
age mente, | 

| an Order 
of Men, whole Intereft and Intrigues in all the Courts of 


fiction, of which they will never want the Uſe and 
ſplication; if the Difficulty be not thus more eaſily _ 
loved, For ſuch is oxr Pleaſure: Tho it ſhoud be e- 
reſly ſtipulated, Not to ſeek ar ev'n to accept of any _ 


AND it is poffible, (for there is nothing New under 


Prophet, 


too well known and felt. The Spirit and the Letter 
t a Treaty or an Oath is their peculiar belov'd:Di- 
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preſent Solemnity; and ſhall conclude. 


Ry e — | 
them te do evil, Even a St. Faul hirgſelt, tho' he * at 


8. 25.) particularly points. at à Agb 


' -. Monarch, in whom all this ſhou d be literally. accom Ne 
pliſh'd. And it requires more Skill, in the Interpreta ; 
tion of Prophecies, than I can allow my ſelf to pretend” 
to in any meaſure, to ſay that this wily Character, in 


I have now only to apply what has been faid- to thy 


Ax here I am, in the firſt place, to addreſs m Da 


ſell, in all Humility to all Magiſtrates and Men in Av | 
* thority : recommending to your moſt ſerious. Conli-W 05 

deration, how far you are in Law and Conſcience c., 
-  obligd, for the preventing and puniſhing ef Vice, Pr 


phanezeſs, and Immmorality, and.the Encouragement i cc 


True Piety and Virtue, to put thoſe very good Law fal 


more effectually in Execution, which the Wiſdom d EA. 


the Nation hath provided, for the ſuppreſſing of Bla þ1, 


phemy, Prophane Cunſing and Swearing ; Which to the s 
great Diſhonour of God's Holy Name, of our Relig wk 
on and Government, are ſo common in our Street I ver 


and cannot but threaten us with the ſevereſt Venganc I of 


As with the Jews of old, we may be under ver $1 fir 


Apprelienſions, that God hath a Controverſy with ml 


Re obs | Inhabitants. of this Land; far. that b 9 1 
n Swearing,” and Lying, and Killing, ar the 


Stealing, they daily break ant; becauſe that there f ©; 
little Truth,or Mercy,or Knowledge of God in the Low mit 
In this degenerate Age ſurely, if ever, are We of tie 5. 


Clergy under the laſt Neceſſity of imploring che Alte too 
ance of the Civil Power. The Law muſt iy 6 Wi 
and Sentence againſt an Evil Work be executed j{ edi A Ri 
or the Hearts of the Sans of Men will be fi jy jet 


> 22 
o [peak whh' the Tongues of 
6 fe to the Men of tf 
* Righteous, Ten ante — Jg 
to come, with ! 
— Ihe Thoug At“ of = 
ent Judgment, in Danger of 
good Fortune to. {Hock « 
notwithſtanding all that the Son of 
faid, can deſpiſe, of ſtand unmov'dar the 4, 3 2m 
Danger of Hell Fire. ; mY er 
Uxuov'p and inſenſible muſt they be of the Sacred 
OHigat ion of  Oaths, and the 
Swearing Falfly, as 1 have here, I ho truly f 
it, who, when calPd to give Evidence, - n judicial Por 
ceedings, in Defiance to the Laws of God and Man, 


As 24. 2 25. 


Efuivocation; who dare call God himſelf to Witneſs a 
baun Talſpood or doubtful Truth. They uſe the uy 
as unlawfully as the tremendous Name of God: 


of 4 all Faith Juſtice among Men; to. their own 


Not. 
ExWALLY, if not more criminally, involv'd are 


0 mitted, upon which the Law is to pronounce its 
Gf Sentence when bribd, with that, which is indeed 

to powerful to Blind the Eyes of the 
40; Wiſe, and pervert the Words ef the 


they make a Falſe Report of 1 it; baſely Proſtitu- 
| ting 


Succeſs than to an Heathen : 


” D of the pre. 
7 a Ge tho 

n hoſe hardy Men, who - - 

God himſelf has | 


ons Impiet) 1 
falfify that Evidence by direct Perjury or more artful. 


__ that which ſhowd be #he End of all Strife, tha 
ry laſt on of Civil Juſtice, to the Deſtruction 


aſſur'd final Peſtrition. Their Damnation Sambereth | 


they in this heavy Guilt, to whom, as under our 
Conſtitution, the Cogniſance of the Fat is com- 


Deut. 16. 9. 


Righteous, inſtead of Trying that Fact Well and © 85 
hrs according to their Evidence and their Oath, 
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ting, for # both thei 
Bidder. Th 


i 4 ſore Evil; when that, which was at firſt moſt 


ILA here I fhou d 


Oaths to our 


„ Oaths, ſo far as they think Convenient, and no fu. 


— Et * 


* 


# 


wiſely deſign'd, for. the ſureft Guard to Right and 
by his own Bret hren, becomes his Remedileſs Griey. 


vance, an Inlet to . 38 


ſeveral Stations, to a conſciencious Diſcharge of your 


ING GEORGE. Inexcuſably wanting 


Duty, ſhou'd I be, at this time, when ſuch Art and 


Induſtry is uſed by deſigning perfidious Men, to alienate 


our Affectious from Him; when His Royal Perſon and 
Government are b libelld, and traduc q 
with an unexampled Impudence and „currility), Hi 


Supreme Authority and the Juſtice of the Nation in. 
ſulted by Rzats and treacherous Tumulte, fornented a. 
mong us: When a PxETENDER to bis Crown and 


Dignity, encouraged by theſe Rebellious Practices 
finds his Hopes reviv d: (What Aſſurances have been 
given him, and by whom, Time, we hope, will 
more fully diſcover : But Reuivꝰd his Hopes manitefily 


are, of ſeeing his diſcarded Intereſt and Pretenſion 
nao ſupported here) when we are actually threaten'd 
with an Invaſion from: Abroad, concerted in his Fa. 


vour: laſtly, when (Without Breach of Charity | 
| may fay it) we ſee too: plain Indications 
daily, * That Religion and the Fear 'of 
x us, That 


N. Macbiavel 


4 too many are willing to keep ther 


 & ther; 


- „ 


K my ſelf Wanting to the 
Duty I owe to Gad, to our Kjng and Country, ſhou'd 
I not with greater Earneſtneſs preſs you all, in your 


preſent moſt gracious Soveraign Lord 
in that 


a- but by this Means, to find Credit to deceive ;.and 


« pleaſe themſelves with having acted their Fart well, 
« when they have eluded and ſet aſide their -Oaths, 


« with moſt eaſe and ſafety.” . r 
Tuls being the Caſe, I coumſel, I adjure you to keep 


tbe Oath. of God. We have, as truly and ſincerely, ac- 
keowledg'd, profeſs'd, teſtiſj d and declar d, as in. our 
Conſcience, before Ood and the Warld, That our Sovereigtt 
this Realm. We have, as Solemnly and mncerely, dew 


pretended to be PRINCE of WA LE S, during ile 


ef KINGof ENG LA ND, bythe Name of JAMES 
(rown of this Realm. We have ſworn, That we will bear 
Faith and True Allegiance to his Majeſly KING 
CEORGE, and HIM mill defend, to the utm 


of our Power, againſt all Traiterous Conſpiracies and At- 


Crown and Dignity. And that we will do our utmoſt fo 


the Crown, againſt him the ſaid James, and all other 


[hat WY by Law, to the Princeſs S OP HIA, and the Heirs of 


_ F HER Body, being Proteſtants. And all theſe things 
h „Vehave, as plainly and ſincerely, acknowledg'd and ſworn 
4 „„ B :an_ 
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the K ING's Commandments, and that in regard of 


Id GEORGE is Lawful and Rightful King of 


card, That we believe in our Conſcience,” That the Perſon + 


Life of the late King James, anal, ſince his Deceaſe, pre. 
tending to be, and taking upon himſelf the Stile and Title 


the Third, hath not any Right or Title mhatſoever to the 


tempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt his Perſon, O 


endeavour to diſclaſe, and make known to his Majeſty aud 


bis Succeſſors, all Treaſons and Traiterous Conſpiracies, - 
which we ſhall know to be againſt him or any of them. 
And we have faithfully promis d, to the utmoſt of our 
Power, to ſupport, maintain and defend the Succeſſion of 


Perſons whatſoever 3 as the ſame is and ftandrlimited, 


— . 

— — 
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= according to theſe expreſs Words, b 
. cording to the plain and common Sen 

ing of the ſame Words; without any Equivocation,. 

Mental Evaſion, or Secret Reſervation whatſoever. Laſtly, 
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Mie bave made this Recognition, Acknowledgment, Alju- 
ration, Renunciation and Promiſe, as heartily, willingly 


and truly, upon the true Faith of a Chriſtian. 


Tins Oath, Lawfully impord, we have as Lau. 
fully taken. Let us not Forſwear ourſelves ; but faith. 
fully perform our Oaths unto the Lord, by an aſſection 


ate Loyal Obedience to our Lawfal and Rightful Save: 


| OaTHs of Allegiance and Fidelity to the Supreme 
Powers, have, of all others, been ever efteem'd the 
moſt juſtifiable and neceſſary : the Peace and Profpe- 
' rity of all Civil Government, manifeſtly depending 


upon this ſo ſolemn a National Obligation. We have 


Eccl. 8. 2. 


In ſtances of it in the Holy Scriptures. And 
2 ings 11-4 tis Remarkable, that the Eſenes, a very 

itrict Se& among the Jews, who were 
the moſt Scrupulous in the Matter -of Oaths, freely 


fore to obey their 313 5 | 
Our Good Ring, on his Part, has folemnly Swors, 
at his Coronation, © To the utmoſt of his Power, to 


* maintain our moſt holy Religion, as eſtabliſh'd by 


Law; to preſerve to the Biſhops and Clergy of thi 


Realm, and to the Churches committed to their 
« Charge, all ſuch Rights and Privileges as, by Lau, 
4 do, or ſhall appertain to them or any of them; to 
« govern his People by the Statutes, Laws, and Cu. 
« {toms of the Realm; to cauſe Law and Juſtice, in 
« Mercy, to be adminiſtred to all his Subjects. He 


has been graciouſly pleas'd to give us, on all Occaſions 


the ſtrongeſt, repeated Aſſ urances, that he will # jr 
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us ſpoken > and 0 ö 
ſe and Underſtand- 


f „ WT = 
- | N tect and Encourage the Church of 85 Hi Specche# ts 
d. «© England, as by Law eſtabliſſd: that bis Parliament, 


IX Bt the Preſervation of our excellent Con- and Anſwers Fo : ..M 
ly Wl © ftitution, the Eaſe, Peace and Happi- eſe other 
u- neſs of his People are, and ſhall be? 


Ur = his chief Care: And that he will religiouſly perform, 
(and make good to us, all the Engagements he is un- 
b. © der.” He has in no one Inſtance departed or devia- 


th. ed from this his declar'd.inviolable Rule of his Govern- 
on. ment. He neither wants, nor acknowledges any _ 


Diſpenſing Power to Abſolve him from it. His Religion 
The Proteſtant Intereſt throughout the World. muſt 


the in all Human Probability, Stand or Fall with him. 
ſpe· WY That Interef?, which, through the known Artifices of | 
ing I the Church of Rome, and the too ſure Advantage 
ave given em by our fatal Diviſionc, has, of late Years, | 
Ind been in a viſibly declining State. To that he has 
ery erer firmly adher'd : and we may now juſtly hope will 
rere Ml find it in hi Power more effectually to ſupport and 
el) maintain it; t er with his own juſt and undoubted 
Right Hu Wiſdom and Valour have been confeſsd by 
or, all Eurote. His Royal Clemency and Goodneſs hath 
„to been experienc'd, and is gratefully acknowledged 
by by hi own Native Subjects. To us he came, not with 
this MW Nod, but with a Paternal Love, and in the Spirit of 


their Wl Meekneſs : and nothing, but our unaccountable Folly 


aw, end Madneſs, can deprive us of the more Benign In- 


; to I fuence of his mild and peaceful Adminiſtration. —_ 
Cu-: Snob the Deſigns of the Pretender and his Ad- 


e, in berents ſucceed, which God, in Mercy to us all, pre- 
He vent, the Pope, in the Plenitude of his Power, will 


ions, I #lily, gladly Diſpexfe with any the moſt ſolemn Oaths, 


and his Interef# are manifeſtly the ſame with ours. 
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Mat 


* 
Shes 


Pro- which Reaſon of State may oblige that Pretender to = 
3 5 __- wa. 


„ 1 Cor. 1. 11, 


Learning. Let us be inſtructed, leſt his Soul depatt 


take at his coming: and he, in his abundant Grat 


ta #0 
will, as freely, Diſpenſe with our Laws, Eccleſiaſtica Ml So, 


and Civil. This, moſt certainly, will be the manner of 
The Ring, whom theſe deluded, infatuated Men wou'd 
have to Reign over us: And what will ye do in the 
_ "End thereof? This is the ſure Conſequence of a Popij 
Government and Arbitrary Power. We have actualh 
ſeen it; or our Fathers have told us: tho? too many, 
'* ſeem to have Forgotten, or will not Remember that, 
Evil Day; the Day, when nothing, but a very /ignal 
Providence, couw'd have deliver'd us out of the Hand of 
the Enemy. Rn nd CD St 
Max the fame Good Providence, that only can, 
deliver us alſo from ourſelves; our inteſtine 
uunnatural, endleſs Divifions! Is Chritl 
8. divided? Is the Publiołk good divided? B- 
thou inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt )] 
Saul depart from thee ; leſt I make thee deſolate ; « 
Land not inhabited, was the Compaſfionate Menace of 
- God to the Jews of old. This was written for ow 


&c. N 
er. G. 


| from us alſo ; leſt, given up by Him to /trong Deluſion, * 
perſiſting in bur monſtrous e boch — God and I Cd 
our King, perſiſting to Bite and Devour one another, N Nat 
Woe be, at laſt, — as were the Jews, one of an 
„i » Other O Ifrael, Thou haſt deſtroy d thy ide 
Wy. . 134. K ſelf. Ws „ „ Srif 
As we ward not become the moſt Execrable People, ende. 

a Peofle devoted to like Deſcruction, let us perform umo 2 
the Lord our Oaths. Let the Pope pretend to Diſpenſe* * 

1 Eri. © Let the Jeſuit Swear Equivecally 2 We + 
en +: 3% have not jo learmd Chrif. Me cannot, ur Ae! 
expect not to be hereby juſtify d; but he that judgeth w {nn 


is the Lord. To Him we have Sworn: His Diſpenjs- 
[= C . 3 Lias 


1 


- 


„ 
7h aon we can never obtain for Swearing Falſy. His 
a Son wou'd ſurely he aveng d on ſuch a Nation as this ; 
Ts CAP! embly of Treacherous Men, who ſhowd thus Wil 
ud Blaſpheme at once both God and their Ning: and He 
the wou d be ju/tify/d, wou'd be clear in this his ſevereſt 
pih Judgment. 1 8. 


- * 


PAR DON the Freedom with which I ſpeak : for * - |}; 
when our moſt holy Religion, when our Civil Rights || 
ind Liberties, when all that can be valuable to us, as 
Chriſtians and Exgliſhmen is in ſuch imminent Danger; 
tis, if ever, pardonable, tis good to be zealouſly „ 8. 

ahected in ſo good a Cauſe. I dare not peak 1 
wickedly 2 God, much leſs for Men, nor will I tale 
Deceitfally, through Fear or Flattery. The Truth is 9 
what we profeſs to Believe and Teach: and that needs 
10 baſe or mean Arts to ſupport it; wears no deluding 
Colours; affects not any Diſguiſe. By the Manifeſtation 
F that Truth, commend I my ſelf to every 
Mars Confcience, in the Sight of God. I 
[ſpeak as to wiſe Men: Judge: ye what I ſay,. 


2 Cor. 4. 2. 


fon, Wl To conclude, Let us all conſider how great things 

and I Cod hath done for us. Let no more un- g .. 24. 
| . | | 12.24 

ther, gateful Murmurings, no more groundleſs. © 

a. mplaint g be heard 2n0arStreets.ButJayin „ 

the all Hatred, Variance, Emulations Wrath, ” x” as 5 


2 Wrife Seditions, Herefies, let us unanimouſly 2 
ple, ede gvour to preſerve the Unity of the Spirit | 
un. * the Bond Peace and Righteouſneſs of 2 © | 
enſe: IF Let us conſider, in this our- Day, 3 
£ ire Things which belong unto our Prat; 

the P Ys .. 3. 1 raatduds - A 
face of our own Confciences,” which the and. 
=nnot give, nor recompence the Loſs of; the Peace © | 
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WT” ND this wwe beg; through the Merits am 
' tion of Jeſus Chrift dun moi? bleſſed Lord an ü 
u whom with thec, O Father, and ti Holy 
2 be wy Honour and Glory, Dominion and? 
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